
BRICE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HISTORY 

 

In the Year of our Lord 2000 we honor, salute, and celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Brice 
Methodist Church.  For a century and a half it has stood with outstretched arms inviting and 
welcoming all to enter.  Within its embrace it has baptized our children and buried our friends and 
loved ones.  There have been many prayers heard and answered by our God. 

In 1828, even before Joseph B. Powell founded the village of Brice, our forefathers felt the 
need for a place to worship.  A Society was formed and started to build a Methodist church near 
Vandemark graveyard.  The frame was completed, but the building was never finished, due to the 
death of most of the active and financially stable members.  So many others were sick that the 
project was abandoned and the frame eventually rotted down. 

Two adventurous young men, Joseph and William Powell, sons of Archibald and Elizabeth 
Powell, went to California during the 1849 Gold Rush and returned with the gold they had found.   

Joseph Powell founded the Village of Brice in 1879.  Powell wanted to give the town his 
family name, but since Ohio already had a town named Powell, he chose the name Brice.  This name 
was given in honor of Calvin S. Brice, an attorney for the railroad who had used his influence to 
bring the railroad through the town.  Mr. Brice later became an U.S. Senator from Ohio. 

Located on the New York Central Railroad Line, the small village of Brice grew.  On the 
main street were the Patterson Hotel, a doctor’s office, two grocery stores, a hardware store, a 
blacksmith shop, barber shop, meat market, post office, a pool room and a tile factory which later 
became the Motz-Cook Grain Co. 

Joseph Powell, a strong prohibitionist, included in each property deed a stipulation that any 
property owner found guilty of the sale or manufacture of alcoholic beverages, must forfeit his 
property, without recourse, to Joseph Powell or his heirs. 

In the spring of 1850, Rev. James Hooper organized the Society of Powell’s Chapel.  Nine 
men and women met for this purpose in the Powell schoolhouse to plan the church.  They were 
Archibald and Elizabeth Powell, Jacob and Eliza Powell, Elizabeth Powell Peters, Edward Long and 
his wife, and Amon Algire and his wife. The first year the society met in the schoolhouse.  In 1851, a 
framed church building was erected in a grove of beech trees adjacent to Brice Road. William 
Powell donated the land for that purpose. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Church stipulated that all seats in the church be 
free with no family pews, and that there would be no exception to the rule that a middle aisle would 
separate the men and the women.  These rules were strictly observed. 

For many years there was much opposition to the use of musical instruments in the church, 
although John Wesley, founder of the Methodist Church, himself had said, “I see no reason why the 
Devil should have all the best music.”  It was told of a choir leader in the church, who thought the 
reading of the hymns would be enhanced by playing the melodies of the hymns on a bass viol.  One 
day the minister, Rev. Richard Pitzer, announced the hymn and read the first stanza.  The choir 
leader drew his bow across the strings and the deep tone boomed out.  The preacher jumped and 
said, “What’s that?” The choir leader, much chagrined replied, “Why, why it’s a bass viol.” “Bass 
viol”, said the preacher, “It’s an ungodly great fiddle! I can’t preach with that in the house.  Take it 
out or I won’t preach a word.” 

There was great opposition to the church in those days.  At such times as camp meetings, 
quarterly meetings or revivals, there would be rough or rowdies hanging about, trying to break up 
the meetings.  Many hand to hand conflicts took place in those times.  In one instance, when Rev. 
William Ross was conducting a service at Powell’s Chapel, a group of rough men, who occupied the 
back seats in the church, were playing cards to show their contempt for the church services.  One of 



the church members went to the front and informed Rev. Ross of the circumstances.  He stopped his 
sermon and said, “Take their names, Brother, take their names.  I’ll arraign them if it costs me my 
horse!” Sure enough, the next day they were taken before a Justice of the Peace and heavily fined.  
That put a stop to the rowdiness for a long time.  

Some time, just before 1870, Powell’s Chapel was transferred from the Pickerington circuit 
to the Reynoldsburg circuit.  In 1871, the Canal Winchester circuit was formed with four 
appointments: Canal Winchester, Lithopolis, Asbury, and Powell’s Church. 

The first trustees of Powell’s Chapel were James Peters, Andrew French, Joseph Powell, 
John Miller and George W. Reese. 

The Epworth League was organized in 1893 to help young people of the community to 
receive some religious training.  They would assemble at the church every two weeks on Sunday 
evening, have Bible study, and a short social time.  Over the years, the Epworth League evolved into 
the Youth Fellowship group.  The first officers of the Epworth League were President: Mrs. J. B. 
Powell, Vice Presidents: Mrs. Rebecca Wright, Mrs. Lizzie Rawn, Miss Sadie Beery and Mrs. 
Georgia Barr, Secretary: Miss Mary Berry, and Treasurer: J. A. Gray. 

In 1898, with the growth of the village, and after 46 years of service, it became evident that a 
new church building was needed.  Plans for a new church was started under the direction of Rev. 
W.L. Alexander.  At this time, Rev. Alexander called the ladies of the church together, forming the 
Ladies Aid Society, to help out in this time of emergency. In October 1899, the Rev. J. W. Mougey 
became the pastor, and on December 3, 1899 the new building was dedicated.  The new building was 
now referred to as the Brice Methodist Church instead of Powell’s Chapel.  The total cost of the new 
building was $2,545.00 and the seats, chairs, and pulpit cost $535.  In the minutes of a December 
1899 meeting, it was noted that the Ladies Aid Society paid for the carpet, the chandeliers, and many 
other items, in addition to a large subscription they pledged toward the payment on the building. The 
original building was moved to a spot near the New York Central Railroad and was used as part of 
the Motz-Cook Grain Co.  The old church still stands and is now used as a storage building.   

The Ladies Aid Society, in those days, was indeed a very energetic Society.  Bake sales, quilt 
sales and seemingly a never-ending series of dinners were held.  The small basement room beneath 
the church was the only space the society had at its disposal but from a coal fired cooked stove came 
many gourmet meals, served homestyle. 

The church, along with its revival meetings and get-togethers, also furnished a series of 
Redpath chatauqa entertainment during the long winter months.  Famous lecturers and musical 
groups performed to a packed house. 

The early church consisted of one large room, now known as the Chapel.  Seating consisted 
of theater style seats in two rows, one on the south side and one on the north side.  During these 
times, the men sat on the north side of the church, and the women sat on the south.  The young ladies 
of the church held classes in the front of the church. .  The idea was presented at one time for a 
railing to be installed with a curtain on it to obscure the ladies’ charms.  There was a red velvet 
curtain installed on the altar rail a short time later.  There were two classes for older women, one on 
the south side and one on the north.  The men and boys utilized the back of the church for their 
classes. 

Outside, in the grove of trees there was a long metal hitching rack with attachments to tie the 
horses when they would bring people to church in shiny buggies and fringe-topped surreys.  People 
came from Stringtown, Smoky Row (Bowen and Long Roads), Tussing Road, Livingston Avenue, 
Refugee Road (north and south of Brice Road) and the town of Brice. 

During the years, the church was part of Pickerington Methodist, and was later part of a 3-
point charge with Canal Winchester and Lithopolis.  Due to the 3-point charge, there was one pastor 
for Brice, Canal Winchester, and Lithopolis.  The pastor would ride his horse most of the day, to the 



various churches at different hours of the day on Sunday. Often some of the members of the church 
would take him and his family home for dinner. 

In 1910 the oil lamp lighting 
system was replaced with acetylene 
gas lighting equipment.  It was always 
a big moment for the youngsters to 
see the janitor, with his long taper 
wand lighting the lights, high above 
their heads.  The new lighting system 
cost $160, but was well worth it. 

In 1916, it was realized that 
more room was needed for the ever-
growing congregation, so plans were 
started to add an annex with a full 
basement.  Several of the local 
farmers came with their teams of 
horses and slip-scrappers and did the 
excavation for the basement.  After 
that there was enough room for 
activities, so the Ladies Aid put out 

the word that they would cook the threshing dinners for local farmers.  They would also serve jitney 
meals on voting days.  A large cook stove was installed with a reservoir for heating water.  Several 
wood tables and chairs were also purchased.  Now because of the expansion, the Ladies Aid was 
now in business.  The retired men of the church carried water used for cooking and washing dishes 
from next door. On May 20, 1917, the building was dedicated.  

In 1918 the Brice church 
was transferred back to the 
Pickerington Circuit in the 
Chillicothe District.  At this time, 
the beloved Albert F. Noethlich 
became pastor.  Rev. Neothlich 
was a great evangelist, and 
conducted many series of 
evangelistic meetings. 

The good pastor had been 
converted in the Bowery of New 
York and was not exactly a 
lightweight.  He heard a rumor 
that some of the big boys, in the 
flock, had expressed the view that 
he was a sissy.  From the pulpit he 
declared, “I hear that some of you 
are under the impression that I am a sissy.  Well, following the service this evening I will stop, on 
my way home, by the old Brice graveyard.  So, come one, come all and we’ll find out.”  No one 
showed up. 

In 1922, an electric lighting system was installed in the Church. 
On August 2, 1925 the church celebrated it’s 75th anniversary with an all day program of 

music, sermons, and talks by former pastors and visitors. A large tent was erected in the grove, 



where between 300 and 400 people were gathered with their picnic baskets to enjoy the day.  Elma 
Powell Valentine, daughter of Joseph B. Powell, was the guest speaker, and spoke about the history 
of the Church. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, a Junior church was organized with one of our minister’s wives as 
the leader.  The young people were elected as officers and they held services in the annex, while 
regular adult services were held in the sanctuary. 

In 1948 and1950, the interior and exterior of the church was redecorated, and a new gas 
heating system was installed at the cost of $970.  New windows frames, colored glass panes, 
carpeting, vestibule tile, and two acoustic ceilings were installed.  The exterior and interior of the 
church were painted.  At that same time, the roof was repaired.  The total cost for the work was 
$3569.21. 

On June 4, 1950, the 100th anniversary of Brice Methodist Church was celebrated, with a 
basket dinner at 12:00.  Once again a large attendance with many former pastors and parishioners, 
some comings from far distant homes were in attendance. An afternoon meeting convened at 
2:00pm, with Rev. Turley bringing the historical message. In the evening, at the 8:00 meeting, Mr. 
Curt Davis, nationally known organist, and his wife entertained with a special musical program. Mr. 
Davis entertained with his own pipe organ and his wife entertained with vocal music. 

 With the continued 
growth of the church, in 1956 
plans were drawn up for a 
nursery and facilities for social 
events.  An extension on the 
east side, costing $10,670, was 
added, consisting of a kitchen, 
nursery, office, and indoor 
restrooms, as well as a new 
heating system.  The addition 
was dedicated on April 20, 
1958 and was easily paid for in 
a short time.  There was now 
plenty of room for starting 
moneymaking projects.  
Spaghetti suppers and turkey 
and chicken dinners serving 
more than 200 people were 
sponsored by the United 
Methodist Women and youth 
groups. 

August of 1963 proved to be a year of God’s moving powers.  The quarterly Conference of 
the Brice Methodist Church authorized the complete remodeling of the sanctuary.  This resulted in 
new windows, better lighting, pews, lowered ceilings, and an entrance with closets. At that same 
time, an organ was also purchased to replace the piano, which was moved to the annex to be used by 
the church school.  The cost for the remodeling was $14,573.50. 

At this point Brice was transferred from the Pickerington circuit to the Columbus South 
District.  Knowing that with the break with Pickerington, and Brice without a parsonage, we felt that 
the church might become an orphan.  Negotiations were immediately set in motion to purchase a 
parsonage.  The large house just north of the church, on Brice road, met all of the requirements of a 
parsonage and was offered to the church for the sum of $22,000.  The membership voted to purchase 



it and the money was in hand, but the District office, advised against the acquisition due to many 
anticipated changes within the district.  The district office then persuaded the church membership to 
accept the services of student pastors form the seminary.  The office felt that this would serve two 
useful purposes.  It would furnish a proving ground for the students and benefit the church 
financially. 

When our first student arrived, he was a very serious and intelligent young man.  One cannot 
blame the young minister for any dissatisfaction that occurred because he preached what he had been 
taught.  Brice Church was a hotbed with fundamentalism in its beliefs; they could not accept the 
liberal theology and the way he interpreted the scriptures that had been adopted by the seminary.  
Because of this, the church became seriously divided.  Some of the older members and some of the 
young refused to attend services.  So many complaints reached the District Superintendent that a 
new arrangement had to be made. 

The great Dr. Charles Harrison, who had retired after a tenure of twenty-five years at the 
North United Methodist Church, was called from his retirement and instructed to put out the fire that 
was consuming the Brice Methodist Church, and that he did.  After just a short time, Dr. Harrison 
had won the hearts and devotion of the entire community and the church, once again, was growing 
full speed ahead.  Dr. Harrison could have preached for twenty-five more years, had God not, 
presumably feeling that he had accomplished his earthly task, called him home, to this final 
assignment in heaven. 

After the death of Dr. Harrison, five more students filled the pulpit of the church.  They were 
all sincere, capable, and dedicated to their profession, but once again the congregation wanted an 
older and more experienced pastor. 

A yoke arrangement was made with the Faith United Methodist Church in 1974.  The Rev. 
John DeYoung, truly a man of god, came to the rescue.  He always preached with a well-worn Bible 
in one hand. There was never a word that was ever delivered, that did not have its origin and 
verification in the Holy Scriptures.  Politics and criticism of his native land had no place in his 
pulpit. 

In 1976, with more than 130 members at Brice Church, the Rev. DeYoung felt that the 
growing duties of two pastorates demanded so much of his time that he could not do justice to either 
church so the arrangement with the Faith Methodist was discontinued. 

In 1976, the Rev. John Voltz became the pastor.  How many persons look forward to 
retirement from one profession, to start another career in an entirely new occupation? Rev. Voltz 
was an employee of General Motors for a period of thirty years.  Before becoming pastor of Brice 
Church, while employed at General Motors, he had studied for the ministry. 

In 1983, with a membership of 159, new leaded glass windows and a steeple were added to 
complete the beauty of the church.  Spotlights were added to the steeple, making it visible for quite a 
distance away.  

Part time students and retired 
ministers had been responsible for 
leading the congregation at Brice for 
many years.  With the obvious 
possibility of growth in the 
community, and with 160 members 
now at Brice Church, it was decided 
that a full-time minister was needed.  
A parsonage was built in Countryview 
Village in 1985, and was paid in full 
when, the first full-time minister  



Rev. Randy Stearns arrived in June of that same year. 
In November 1989, with a membership of 212, and with the congregation still growing  

Phase I of a 3 Phase building project was started.  This gave Brice Church a multipurpose room, 
where fellowship and worship could take place, a large kitchen, and more classrooms.  In June 1990, 
the people started seeing God’s mighty hand at work, when the congregation marched from Brice 
Chapel to the new facility to the tune of “When the Saints Go Marching In.”  Later that year, Brice 
Preschool was started and the church continued to spread God’s word by preaching and teaching.  

In 1993 Phase II was implemented.  In October, 
all the additions once made to the original sanctuary were 
torn down. In 1994, Phase II was completed.  Now with a 
membership at just over 300, a new chapter in the life of 
Brice Church began with a “moving experience”. The 
1898 Chapel was moved and connected to the southwest 
corner of the new complex, bridging the history of our 
church and the promise of a Christ-centered future.  It 
was a very happy feeling to know that Powell Chapel will 
always be part of Brice Church and it’s history.  At this 
point, Brice Church was still reaching out with even more 

ministries to serve the community and the next year, Brice Christian Academy was started. 
The People of Brice Church 

have always valued the history of 
their church.  In May of 1999, 
membership had grown to almost 
600. A Celebration of 150 years 
began, and Brice United Methodist 
Church continues to “Share Christ’s 
Love with All.” 
 



THE NAMES OF PASTORS AND APPROXIMATE DATES OF  

SERVICE TO POWELL’S CHAPEL AND THE BRICE CHURCH 

 
Powell’s Chapel from 1850 to 1870 
Dates of service not listed. 
 
Mr. David Lewis 
Mr. Jacob Young 

Mr. A. F. Noethlich, (1918-1920) 
Mr. John Sudlow, (1920-1924) 

Mr. Richard Pitzer Mr. Alvin Ritts, (1924-1927) 
Mr. William Ross Mr. Herbert Miller, (1927-1930) 
Mr. H. H. Ferris, (1870-1871) 
Mr. W. H. McClinttock, (1872-1874) 
Mr. W. C. Holliday, (1875-1876) 

Mr. G. C. Reed, (1931-1936) 
Mr. D. V. Whitnack, (1936-1939) 
Mr. F. J. Batterson, (1940-1943) 

Mr. A. C. Kelley, (1877-1879) Mr. Phillip Scott, (1943-1946) 
Mr. D. Y. Murdock, (1880-1882) Mr. J. C. Stitzel, (1947-1948) 
Mr. Ralph Watson, (1883-1885) Mr. Stanley Benton, (1948-1953) 
Mr. C.W. Bostwick, (1886-1891) Mr. Robert Smith, (1953-1956) 
Mr. L. P. Sparks, (1892-1895) Mr. T. W. Lorenz, (1956-1961) 
Mr. Joseph Clark, (1896-1897) Mr. Jack Baird, (1961-1963) 
Mr. W. L. Alexander, (1898-1899) Dr. Charles Harrison, (1963-May 1966) 
Mr. J. W. Moguey, (1899-1900) Mr. Royce Robinson, (1966-1967) 
Mr. Louis S. Fuller, (1901-1903) Mr. Howard Kennedy, (1966-1967) 
Mr. Daniel Priest, (1904-1907) Mr. Richard North, (1968-1970) 
Mr. C.M. Hartshorn, (1908-1909) Mr. George Davis, (1970-1972) 
Mr. B. F. Jackson, (1909-1912) Mr. John Campbell, (1972-1974) 
Mr. William Fisher, (1913-1916) Mr. John DeYoung, (1974-1976) 
Mr. Frank Gillilan, (1916-1917) Mr. John Voltz, (1976-1980) 

                                                               Pastor. Randy Sterns 

                                                                Pastor Drew Young  (2002-2004 

                                                               Pastor Dan Jackson   (2003- 

                                                               Pastor Leah Gunning   (2004- 

                                                               Pastor David Wells   
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